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Sudan: UNESCO raises the alarm on reports of illicit
trafficking of cultural heritage

Paris, 12 September 2024 — UNESCO is deeply concerned about the recent reports of possible
looting and damage of several museums and heritage institutions in Sudan, including the National
Museum, by armed groups. The Organization calls on the international community to do its
utmost to protect Sudan's heritage from destruction and illicit trafficking.

Since the start of the hostilities in April 2023, UNESCO has been closely monitoring the impact of this
crisis on Sudan’s heritage, cultural institutions and artists. In recent weeks, this threat to culture appears
to have reached an unprecedented level, with reports of looting of museums, heritage and archaeological
sites and private collections.

UNESCO recalls the obligations of all parties to comply with international humanitarian law by refraining
from damaging, looting or using cultural property for military purpose. The Organization is particularly
concerned by reports of looting at the National Museum of Sudan, which restoration has been coordinated
by UNESCO with ltaly’s funding since 2019. It contains important historical pieces of antiques, statues
and archaeological collections of high historical and material value.

Several other important collections, bearing testimony of Sudan’s significant history, were reported stolen
from the Khalifa House Museum and Nyala Museum. The Organization is cross-checking these reports
to determine the extent of the damage.

UNESCO reiterates its call upon the public and the art market involved in the trade of cultural property in
the region and worldwide to refrain from acquiring or taking part in the import, export or transfer of
ownership of cultural property from Sudan. Any illegal sale or displacement of these cultural items would
resultin the disappearance of part of the Sudanese cultural identity and jeopardize the country's recovery.

Training for police from neighboring countries

UNESCO will continue to step up its action to prevent such trafficking. By the end of 2024, it will organize
a training in Cairo (Egypt) for members of law enforcement and the judiciary of Sudan’s neighboring
countries. Through satellite imagery, the Organization also conducts risk and damage assessment of the
World Heritage properties of “Gebel Barkal and the sites of the Napatan Region” and the “Archaeological
Sites of the Island of Meroe” as well as other historical sites.



UNESCO also contributed to the implementation of emergency measures in five archeological museums?
in Sudan: endangered collections were packed and secured, safe havens were prepared, and more than
1,700 objects have been inventoried and digitized, among others. The Organisation also provided support
for Sudanese artists with the set-up of a center in Port Sudan enabling internally displaced culture
professionals to pursue their artistic activities in a safe space, network and discuss common challenges,
develop new skills and knowledge and interact with the local community.

About UNESCO

With 194 Member States, the United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization contributes to
peace and security by leading multilateral cooperation on education, science, culture, communication and
information. Headquartered in Paris, UNESCO has offices in 54 countries and employs over 2300 people.
UNESCO oversees more than 2000 World Heritage sites, Biosphere Reserves and Global Geoparks; networks
of Creative, Learning, Inclusive and Sustainable Cities; and over 13 000 associated schools, university chairs,
training and research institutions. Its Director-General is Audrey Azoulay.

“Since wars begin in the minds of men, it is in the minds of men that the defenses of peace must be
constructed” — UNESCO Constitution, 1945.
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1 Kerma Museum, Gebel Barkal Museum, Red Sea Museum, El Damer Museum, and Sennar Museum

All our press releases

RN < Nin


https://u7061146.ct.sendgrid.net/ls/click?upn=4tNED-2FM8iDZJQyQ53jATUUTfJv5fAphZTfFyhHz3hpGW-2BVl-2FbX2saSN6tL-2FCnUIanZjf_PzVlEqOMdrXyNYS7-2F7NgEpf5Y1s20paeZWXFoQb4PYh-2BqJRNEi1-2F33YtMoEEA4vt1DPkd7hTBH2CRy-2BTKvlkMD0ooHOm-2F3WdP8qCaqLBkTJ2EOimc7h3ce85PwKwLyyX2Hg2rGwN1Ps4my7XYpSSnlgzD0jsNtDGytMIttBrMxRXp-2Fj8buCCKDWrpPkSNccQ56gz8Mmecr6UhHejJzNuSGOz8Idnoy8wVexsMV7T-2BMmqiMVo5-2FQm20crOJSK9vBtQmWof0TsD4rTkHQg0u6Gx-2FtHebSLq6RWBU3NQE2-2FtWau-2BWRxlVXoiWOEtcXlv0eYO6OWHCAQgdN-2BhN7fyqDHjIhVQyU4nO4n7UA1xbMKBs4-3D
https://www.facebook.com/unesco/
https://www.instagram.com/unesco/?hl=fr
https://twitter.com/UNESCO
https://www.linkedin.com/company/unesco/
https://u7061146.ct.sendgrid.net/ls/click?upn=TeZUXWpUv-2B6TCY38pVLo9ojRLP-2FofsyYMhmtKS-2FpN14-3Di51K_vHEvHbRQtQnVb9I74m-2BZARuGb-2BXsyebodbhAkQOIGUIvJr-2BptdT9RK04nBJAymoxFTD6o5KsJstIBVX43Y5A684LoENorPSY6ttjSTF1aqRN7avNMJYyeDud4bqZ3xNVIaVPJ6CKlwT2bom01m24ZaGR2D-2Fq01TLv1Ps2BOwRTea9sDGZAQaDBBT8Z7O1uE2VO39G5u6mRNtxnDdY4ad7fzCgyX7tB7VW42oV8F2KWOyiOPHrBL9jScwQPtLHAghGATzCSlT1ud-2BPWjOn25pVSaShAgYwvn-2FlC4Yl-2Fe9A4ehMqQZxMJaKGWBZaSJsUQT3PQnNlkj2mHaE4XOD5L2Ew-3D-3D
mailto:m.adjiwanou@unesco.org

